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Pastor’s Letter - Our Lenten Challenge: March Mission Madness

    By the time you get this newsletter, Lent will have already started. Lent, you might remember, is the 40 
days before Easter, not counting Sundays (because Sundays are feast days, not fast days). Since the days of the 
early church, Lent has been a time of spiritual renewal, a time to think about the journey of Jesus to the cross, 
a time to stretch our own faith in serious ways.  
    On Transfiguration Sunday, I preached a sermon in which I said I want Lent to be a challenge for us, not 
just doing things the same old way. And that challenge has several parts. 
    First, I am going to challenge you to change your prayer life. We always do our prayer partners, praying for 
our church family. But we’re going to take that up a notch, too, praying for some of the less than comfortable 
stuff in our world. 
    Then, I want to challenge you to make sure you’re in worship each week during Lent. Come to our Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday services as well. That part of Jesus’ story is crucial to our faith. It doesn’t do us one 
bit of good to go from Palm Sunday to Easter with nothing in between.
    I also want to challenge your giving. Try to tithe for Lent. Just for 6 weeks, give 10%. Stop your excuses, 
and challenge yourself. Trust me, it will change your faith, it will change your budget -- in a good way. It 
opens up your understanding of how money works in a whole new way. And once you do it for 6 weeks, you 
will say, “I can do this for life.” 
    Then, for each week, I have a special project for us to work on. I’m calling it March Mission Madness, and 
for the 5 Sundays in March, we will have some sort of special offering each week. 
    It won’t be hard. On March 1, we’ll give our pocket change to the bucket for ASP. 
    On March 8, we’re going to collect toothbrushes and soap, for the HUB at Bentley Church in Parkton. 
Make sure they’re individual, not packs. 
    The HUB collects UMCOR kits for use in disaster relief. It’s a HUB for Mission Central in 
Mechanicsburg, and they have shipped out over 27,000 health kits. There have been over 84 disasters in our 
nation alone this past year, mud slides, floods, etc. The HUB even supplied 200 health kits for the homeless in 
Baltimore County this winter. 
    Their shelves are bare. So, they need our help.  
    
    On March 15, it will be our annual One Great Hour of Sharing offering, to support UMCOR. 

    On March 22, the 5th Sunday of Lent, I’d like to do soup again, although I have a specific request: soup 
cans with pull tab lids. I met with a fella from a group called Fishers of Men and Women, who have a 
homeless ministry in Harford County to the folks who live in the woods, especially around Aberdeen. They 
take them coats, blankets, and food. 
    The homeless usually don’t have can openers, and if they do, they come from the Dollar store and only last 
a short while. So, bring in cans of soup with pull tabs. 

Continued on page 2.



March Dates

Tues, March 3: Norrisville Church Council 7pm 
Wed, March 4: FREE Senior Lunch @ Norrisville  
     noon  All are welcome! 
Mon, March 9: St. Paul Church Council  7pm 
Tues, March 17: Norrisville UMW  7pm 
Sun, March 15:  ASP Meeting  4pm 
     One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering 
Sat, March 21: St. Paul All-You-Can Eat ASP  
     Breakfast, 7-10 a.m. (We’ll need help on     
     Friday evening and all morning Saturday!) 
Mon, March 23: St. Paul UMW, 7 pm 
Sun, March 29: Palm/Passion Sunday 

April Dates

Thurs, April 2: Maundy Thursday Soup & Bread 
     Dinner & Service @ St. Paul  6pm 
Fri, April 3:  Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
     @ Norrisville  7pm 
Sat., April 4: St. Paul’s First Spring Bazaar 
     Crafts, Cupcake Walk, Pit Beef   9am - 2 pm 
Sun, April 5: Easter Celebration  
Sun., April 12: Holy Humor Sunday (Bring a  
         joke to share in church!)  
     ASP Meeting  4pm 
Sat, April 18:  Norrisville Community Flea 
     Market (more details to follow:  rain date: 
     April 25) 
Tues, April 21:  Norrisville UMW  7pm 
Mon, April 27:  St. Paul UMC  7pm 

COMING UP SOON: 
Wed, May 6:  FREE Senior Lunch @ Norrisville 
     Noon, All are welcome! 
Sat, May 16:  Norrisville BBQ 
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Then, March 29, is Palm/Passion Sunday. I usually give you palms and nails on that day. This year, you’re 
going to bring in nails. We’re going to provide the nails for a Habitat house, we’re going to hold that family 
together in their new home, with nails and love. Specifically, we will need 12-D framing nails, and 8-D 
finishing nails. 
    Sounds kinda right for Holy Week, doesn’t it? Jesus holds us together with nails and love. 
    When we join church, what are the things we promise? To support the church with our prayers, our presence, 
our gifts, our service, and our witness.  I think our Lenten challenge lives up to those promises. 

Blessings for a challenging Lent, Melissa

Here’s a little chart to help you remember our Lenten Challenge:
March 1: change for ASP
March 8: toothbrushes and soap (individually wrapped, not packs)
March 15: One Great Hour of Sharing (if you’re giving by check, please make it out to the church)
March 22: cans of soup with pop tops
March 29: 12-D or 8-D nails

Joe Corbi’s Pizza Sale to benefit ASP.  Please see your ASP youth or adult team member to place 
your orders.  Delivery will be in May.



Saturday, April 18: Norrisville Flea Market, with Breakfast & Lunch  
    (raindate April 25) 
We’ve been approached by a community member and neighbor of the 
church to consider a Flea Market, using our parking lot across the road 
from the church to set up spaces for vendors, and then we will sell 
some food from the hall. Norrisville Elementary PTA has asked to be a 
part of this, too, so it will be a whole community event. If you have 
ideas or would like to help in the planning stage, please see Melissa. 

Be on the lookout: If you or anyone you know are going to Costa Rica, I 
would like to know. There is a great program to take shoes there for kids to 
go to school. Kids can’t got to school unless they have shoes to wear; so 
lots of kids can’t go because their families simply can’t afford footwear.  
    Soulshelpingsoles.org is an organization that gets shoes to Costa Rica. 
It’s organized by a young woman named Lisa Garrett (her dad grew up with 

my dad on Garrett Rd., which is how I learned about her mission).  We could ship them, but believe 
it or not, lots of people are beginning to vacation there, and we could possibly convince them to take 
a suitcase or 2 of children’s shoes there, and even paying for an extra suitcase will be cheaper than 
paying for shipping. Once we find a way to transport, then we can collect slightly used or new 
children’s shoes.  

Chick-fil-A Night for HOPE: Wed., March 11, 5-8 p.m. Let the cashier know and 
20% of your sales goes directly to HOPE! In store or carry out. 

Don’t forget, GriefShare is every Wednesday night at Norrisville at 6:30 p.m. It’s not too late to 
join us, or invite a friend.  

Sixteen books of the Bible are mentioned in the paragraph below.  A minister found 15 in 15 minutes, 
but it took him weeks to find the 16th one.  You try.

I once make a remark about the hidden books of the Bible.  It was a lulu—kept some people 
looking so hard for facts; for other, it was a revelation.  Some were in a jam, especially since 
the name of the books were not capitalized.  But the truth finally struck home to numbers of 
our readers.  To other, it was a real job.  We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for 
you.  Yes, there will be some easy ones to spot.  Others may require judges to help them.  I 
will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of the, and there will be loud 
lamentations when it’s found.  A little old lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can 
concentrate better.  See how well you can compete.  Relax now, for there are 16 books of the 
Bible in this paragraph.

Answers will appear in the May/June issue of Chapel Bells.
Compliments the Bugler - Submitted by Nancy Turk

http://soulshelpingsoles.org/
http://soulshelpingsoles.org/


Norrisville has a new addition: Charlotte Annaleigh Winchester was born on
January 22, and weighed in at 7 lb., 9 oz. Mom Erin, Dad Mike, and big brother Alex 
are all doing fine!     

One Great Hour of Sharing: Sunday March 15, 2015 

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering underwrites the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief’s (UMCOR) “cost of doing business.” UMCOR reaches out 
through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. Giving to One 
Great Hour of Sharing enables UMCOR to keep the promise that 100 % of 
each designated gift goes entirely to specific causes. Offering gifts over and 
above those used to cover administrative costs go where they are most 
needed: to assist the most vulnerable people whose need is greatest. 

One Great Hour of Sharing enables UMCOR to live out its mission to alleviate human suffering. 
UMCOR responds to natural or human made disasters—interruptions of such magnitude that they 
overwhelm a community's ability to recover on its own. In 81 countries, the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering helps to alleviate suffering.

St. Paul Homemade Easter Egg Sale:  $1.50 each.  Dark chocolate buttercream, 
dark and/or milk peanutbutter, and dark chocolate coconut.

ASP Breakfast 
Saturday, March 21, 2015 
St. Paul UMC Fellowship Hall 
7 - 10 am 
Pancakes, eggs, biscuits & gravy, potatoes and more delicious food! 
Tickets:  $8 Adults, $4 children 3-10 and under 3 are free. 

Spring Bazaar

St. Paul UMC


Saturday, April 4

9 am - 2 pm


28 tables of local crafters

Cupcake Walk


Pit Beef, Turkey & Ham

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt  11:00 am


For more information, call Dawn 410-692-4051



Here’s an activity for the kids or the young at heart.



Melissa McDade, Pastor
Norrisville Charge
2434 Bradenbaugh Road
White Hall, MD  21161

Norrisville Charge Worship Times

St. Paul:  Worship at 8:15 am, Sunday School for all ages following worship
Located at the corner of St. Paul Church & Telegraph Rds, off Rt. 136

Norrisville:  worship at 9:30 am, Sunday School for all ages following worship
Located on Church Lane (west of Norrisville Rd), near Norrisville Elementary School

HOPE at the Farm 
    HOPE, our local, free, cancer support group, is holding our second annual fundraiser/fun day at 
Smithson’s Pondview Farms (on Jolly Acres Rd.), on Sunday, June 28. It will be a country fair 
theme, with food available for purchase, free kids’ games, music by Second Coming (the band from 
Ayres’ Chapel) a bake table, and an auction. This year, we’re looking for antiques, refurbished 
furniture, and anything interesting to auction off!  Invite your friends and neighbors.  
    Our charge will once again handle the bake table for HOPE. Since the farm is in our backyard, 
it’s an easy thing for us to do. We’ll need cakes and pies, but also individually wrapped items for 
folks to buy and eat there.  
    More details will follow... in the meantime, clean out your attic or scope out some yardsales 
looking for items for auction. We have someone willing to paint or distress or otherwise get items 
into good condition.


