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This following was used as a Call to Worship on our Tractor Day, when we worshipped outside. Many people 
commented on it, and asked for copies. It is also now on our website. 

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, widowed, gay, confused, filthy rich, 
comfortable, or dirt poor. We extend a special welcome to those who are crying newborns, skinny as a rake or 
could afford to lose a few pounds. You’re welcome if you are old school, new school, or no school and just 
passing by.

We welcome you if you can sing like Pavarotti or can’t carry a note in a bucket. You’re welcome here is your 
just browsing just woke up or just got out of prison. We don’t care if you’re more Christian than the Pope or 
haven’t been to church since your youngest child’s baptism.

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are 
growing up too fast. We welcome moms who do yoga, dads who coach football, starving artists, tree huggers, 
latte sippers, vegetarians, vegans, and those who eat junk food. We welcome those in recovery or those still 
addicted.

We welcome you if you are having problems or if you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t like organized 
religion.. We’ve been there too!

If you blew all your money on horses or the lottery, you’re welcome here. We offer a welcome to those who 
think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or because grandma is in town and wanted to go 
to church.

We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We offer a special welcome to those who could use a 
prayer right now, had religion shoved down their throat as a kid or got lost on Route 23 and ended up here by 
accident. We welcome tourists, seekers and doubters…and most of all we welcome you... and your tractor! 

Never thought about this before...

Kids' identities are 35 times more likely to be stolen because most 
kids don't open and monitor lines of credit until their late teens. This 
website has information about warning signs and freezing your 
child's credit: http://kidsafemaryland.org/

(thanks to Lexi Morris (SP) for sharing this!)
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September Dates

Wed. Sept. 9: Norrisville FREE Senior Lunch 
     12 noon 
Thurs. Sept. 10:  Grief Share starts, 6:30 pm  
     @ Norrisville 
Sun. Sept. 13:  Back to Sunday School at 
     Norrisville  & St. Paul 
Mon. Sept. 14: Charge Conference @ Ayres’  
     Chapel  7pm 
Sun. Sept 20:  Pet Fair & Blessing 1pm 
Mon. Sept. 28:  St. Paul UMW  7pm 

October Dates

Sun. Oct. 4:  World Communion Sunday 
Sat. Oct. 10:  Norrisville Fall BBQ 
Sat. Oct. 17:  HOPE Craft Show,  
     8:30am-3pm @ New Freedom Community 
     Bldg. 
Sat. Oct. 17:  Fall Craft Festival  9am-3pm 
     North Harford HS 
Wed. Oct.21: Norrisville UMW  7pm  
Mon. Oct. 26:  St. Paul UMW  7pm 

Coming Soon 
Wed. Nov. 4:  FREE Senior Lunch @ 
     Norrisville, 12 noon  
Sat. Nov. 21:  St. Paul Cookie Walk/Christmas 
     Bazaar/Sandwich Sale   9am-2pm 
Sun. Nov. 29:  Norrisville decorating party 
     and covered dish lunch, after worship 
 
Tues. Dec. 8:  Norrisville serve the NHHS  
     Class of ’54 Christmas Brunch  
Sat. Dec. 12:  Norrisville Christmas Breakfast  
     7-10am  
Sun. Dec. 13:  St. Paul Cantata & Brunch  
Sun. Dec. 20:  St. Paul Fruit Basket  
     Extravaganza, after worship 

Visit Boy Scout Troop 809
at Kefauver’s in Jarrettsville

on
 Saturday, September 12

or
Saturday, October 3

between 10 am - 2 pm
for a pit beef, turkey or ham sandwich

Shoes for Costa Rica by Oct. 30
A while ago, I learned of a program called Souls Helping Soles, by a woman named Lisa Garrett (Lisa’s dad 
grew up with my dad on Garrett Rd. in White Hall). Lisa runs this program in Costa Rica. 
    Costa Rica is a beautiful place to vacation with its fabulous beaches, adventure tours and amazing climate.  
But, there is another world of children going to school, trying to play sports and growing up with a family or 
sometimes alone.  These children need shoes.  They need school shoes to complete their school uniform.  
They need running shoes to learn to play sports without wearing flip flops or no shoes.  One pair of shoes will 
help a child feel so special.  They typically wear old shoes from an older sibling or flip flops.  So many people 
travel to Costa Rica.  If we each brought one pair of shoes in the luggage, you can help one child have a better 
future.  It is that simple! (from the soulshelpingsoles.org website)

  Now, you might not be planning a trip to Costa Rica anytime soon, but 
Denise McGhee is! So, we’re collecting new and very gently used 
children’s shoes for her to take with her. We need them by Sunday, Oct. 
30, to pack them for her trip. 

We need someone to do the Thanksgiving slide show at Norrisville. Katie Smith can guide you 
through it, but she is expecting to deliver a baby that week, so we have to give her some time 

off! See Melissa if you’re interested.  
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Operation Christmas Child  
    Believe it or not, a shoebox can teach about God’s love. So, once again, we will collect shoeboxes 
filled with items for needy kids across the globe for Christmas. Mark you box boy or girl, and ages 
2-4, 5-9, or 10-14, and fill it with gifts. Please include $7 in the box for shipping and other costs. We 
will collect the boxes in church to deliver them. Collection date will be determined later, but this is a 
great way to teach your kids and grandkids about giving, and it’s a way to talk about the meaning of 
Christmas before all the hype starts to happen in our lives. See samaritanspurse.org or 
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box  for more information. 

    Here are the suggestions: 
    Toys: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls, toy cars, stuffed animals, 
kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light up and make noise (with extra 
batteries), etc. 
    School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar 
calculators, coloring and picture books, etc. 
    Non-Liquid Hygiene Items: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc. 
    Accessories: t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra 
batteries), etc. 
    A Personal Note: You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If you 
include your name and address, the child may be able to write back. 
    Do Not Include: Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military 
figures; chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable 
items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans. 

Fall Craft Festival 
Saturday, October 17

9 am - 2 pm
North Harford High School

Sponsored by the School Band
45+ tables of local crafters, pit beef and much more!

Spaces available.  For more information call Dawn (SP) on 410-692-4051.

Charge Conference
    It’s that time of year: Charge Conference is just around the corner! This year, our Charge conference will be on 
Monday, September 14 at Ayres’ Chapel at 7 p.m.. 
    This is an important time for us as United Methodists. The book of Discipline says “The primary 
responsibilities of the charge conference in the annual meeting shall be to review and evaluate the total mission 
and ministry of the church, receive reports, and adopt objectives and goals recommended by the church council 
that are in keeping with the objectives of the United Methodist Church.” 
    Charge Conference will also provide us with the opportunity for Holy Conferencing in the tradition of John 
Wesley, as we remember who we are, who we are becoming, and what we are called to do in making disciples for 
the transformation of the world.
    If you’ve never been to a Charge Conference before, please come and see one. 
You’ll get to meet our District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Laura Easto. If you’ve 
been before, please come again to support your church. Everyone is welcome to 
attend, not just officers and committee members.
    It’s also a great time to see what our sister churches (Jarrettsville, Ayres’ 
Chapel, Fallston, William Watters and Ebenezer) are doing.
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Thanksgiving is not too far around the corner and it’s time to start collecting those 
pictures you would like to appear in our “Thanks”giving slide show.  Send those pictures 
to:  Alex Robey at St. Paul  anrobey@zoominternet.net   and  TBD at Norrisville.

Boy Scout Troop 809 is selling 2016 Chick-fil-a Calendars
Not only do you get a Cow Calendar, but each calendar comes with a food 
card worth approximately $35 (each month you receive a pre-selected food 
item for free) Each calendar costs $8.  They make great gifts for relatives, 
teenagers, teachers, bus drivers, etc.
The cards are good at any Chick-fil-a location, except airports and college 
campuses.  
To purchase your calendar, please contact Kyle or Nathan Robey (SP) at 
410-692-4051.

Thanks to all who helped at HOPE at the Farm and Vacation Bible School this 
summer! HOPE at the Farm made more than $5000! At Bible School, we had 
34 kids, 6 teen helpers, and great teachers! 

More HOPE News: 
    Barb Spurlock (SP) is co-ordinating the HOPE Holiday Craft Show on Sat. 
Oct. 17, from 8:30-3 at the New Freedom Community Building. Admission is 2 

cans of food for the food pantry there, or a donation 
to HOPE. There will be 50+ crafters, a Chinese Auction, raffle, and delicious food. 
    If you know of any crafters who would like to participate, pass on Barb’s 
number (717-309-3824), or if you can help that day (especially with set up and 
clean up), let her know. 
    Our plan is to do a bake sale on that day, too, so look for more information to 
come! 

Griefshare Program Starting
    Griefshare is a biblical, Christ-centered 13 week program that focuses on grief topics associated with the 
death of a loved one. The DVD seminar features nationally known grief experts, and real-life stories of 
people, followed by group discussion. 
    Too often, we tend to stuff our grief instead of allowing it to do the God-given work for which it is 
intended. Your bereavement experience may be recent or not so recent. In a confidential atmosphere, you will 
find encouragement, comfort and help grieving the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family 
member or friend. 
    You will learn how to recognize the symptoms of being stuck in grief, and that you do not need to live in 
bondage to certain emotions. You will learn valuable information about facing your new normal and renewing 
your hope for the future. 
    Our grief share program will start Thursday, Sept. 10, and is open to church folks and folks from the 
community, so pass the word that we have a group starting soon. It will run for 13 weeks, on Thursday 
evenings at 6:30 p.m. Cost is the price of the workbook ($10), with scholarships available. If you need 
childcare during the program, let us know. Any questions or to register, call Denise McGhee, CLM 
(410-652-4099, dmcghee4@verizon.net)
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Melissa McDade, Pastor
Norrisville Charge
2434 Bradenbaugh Road
White Hall, MD  21161

Norrisville Charge Worship Times

St. Paul:  Worship at 8:15 am, Sunday School for all ages following worship
Located at the corner of St. Paul Church & Telegraph Rds, off Rt. 136

Norrisville:  worship at 9:30 am, Sunday School for all ages following worship
Located on Church Lane (west of Norrisville Rd), near Norrisville Elementary School

Welcome One Emergency Shelter News!
A few days ago we shared with you Rudy’s success story as he exited our shelter to his own 
permanent housing.  Did you know that during our last program year, 62% of our shelter residents 
exited to either permanent, supportive or transitional housing?

Visit us on Facebook!


