
Norrisville and St. Paul United Methodist Churches

Chapel Bells
November/December 2015

Pastor’s letter: 
    I forget where I got this, but I saved it for the newsletter. It was written by another pastor, from 
Oregon.  It’s a perfect reminder for all of us this season.  
Blessings, Melissa 

 It was a dark and stormy night… Isn’t that the way that Snoopy would begin his novels in the 
Peanuts comic strip? Perhaps he did it because that phrase paints a certain picture, sets a certain 
emotional stage with which we can all relate, especially on these dark and rainy Oregon December 
nights. It WAS a dark and stormy night last week when I decided to swing by Costco on my way 
home. Even at the height of Christmas shopping, I find arriving at Costco about suppertime (6:00 or 
so) is a good tactic. The crowds always seem to thin out a little and it is easier to make it through 
the check-out with a minimum of waiting. 
 So I did my usual shopping (I now have plenty of paper products to last the next 6 months!), 
and a little extraordinary shopping for those on my gift list. And then I headed over to the gas 
station, for a fill-up in more ways than one. The gas station was busier than the store, it seemed, 
and we were lined up at every pump. So it was easy for me to overhear the conversation between 
the gas station attendant and the driver of the car one lane over. While I waited for my tank to fill, I 
heard this other driver say, “Fill it with regular, please. Oh, and I’d like to pay for the car just behind 
me as well.” 
 I was intrigued. So even though it was still dark and stormy, and I was surely going to get 
wet, I climbed out of my car and walked over to my neighbor’s. “Excuse me,” I said, “I couldn’t help 
but overhear. Do you know the driver behind you? Are you traveling together?” “Oh no,” she said, 
laughing a little. “This is just something I do for myself every so often.” 

That took me aback, and I wondered if I had heard her correctly. “Something you do for 
YOURSELF?” “Why, yes”, she said, “I find it helps me to practice gratitude if I also practice 
generosity.” Then, this stranger winked at me, leaned a little farther out her car window and said, 
“And let’s face it, don’t we all need a little help with gratitude when the roads are so busy, the 
stores are so clogged, and the days are so rainy and dark?” 
 Indeed. I think we do all need a little help with gratitude, on all our dark and stormy nights 
and even in the brightest mornings. We all need the help for our daily living which comes from 
practicing gratitude. And one of the best ways I know to get that help is to also practice generosity. 
That is one reason why we consider bringing our gifts – the offering – a central part of worship. 
That is one reason why so many of us will pick cards off community “Giving Trees” or buy toys for 
needy children or bring pajamas to the Goose Hollow Family Shelter this Christmas. Because 
practicing generosity leads to practicing gratitude. 

Practicing gratitude – practicing generosity… it’s a good thing to do for ourselves every so 
often, maybe even every day in some small way! As you might imagine, I left that gas station with 
my heart as well as my tank on full. And I thank God for the Light which shone through that dark 
and stormy night for me.
Grace and Peace, Rev. Donna 



November Dates

Wed. Nov. 18: Norrisville UMW 7pm @ the hall 
Sat. Nov. 21:  St. Paul Christmas Bazaar & 
     Cookie Walk & Sandwich Sale   9am-2pm 
Mon. Nov. 23: St Paul UMW  7pm @ the hall 
Wed. Nov. 25:  Community Thanksgiving Eve  
     Service @ Bethel Presbyterian  7pm 
Sun. Nov 29: Norrisville Decorating & Covered 
     Dish Lunch, after worship 

December Dates

Wed. Dec.2:  UMW Christmas Dinner, 6pm 
     @ Mason Dixon Family Restaurant. 
      Bring a $5 gift car (or $5) for HOPE. 
Tues. Dec. 8: Norrisville serves the NHHS  
      Class of 1954 Christmas Brunch 
Sat. Dec. 12:  Norrisville Christmas Breakfast   
     7-10am (We’ll need help on Friday & 
     throughout the morning on Saturday!) 
Sun. Dec. 13:  St. Paul Cantata & Brunch  
     6pm:  Christmas in a Barn @ the Good’s  
     (2533 Bradenbaugh Rd).  Dress warm, 
     bring a lawn chair (if you don’t want to 
     sit on a bale of straw!) 
Sun. Dec.20:  Our Children’s Christmas 
     Pageants in worship 
     St. Paul Fruit Basket Extravaganza, after 
     worship.  We’ll be making fruit baskets 
     and then delivering them to shut-ins & 

Christmas Giving
    Each year, both St. Paul and Norrisville celebrate the birth of our Savior by giving to those in 
need. Norrisville provides Advent bags of goodies to our seniors and those in ill health. St. Paul 
makes fruit baskets for those who need a pick-me-up. 
    Both churches “adopt” families to provide food and gifts for. Norrisville helps 2 families affected 
by cancer, and St. Paul will be helping a local family. 
     St. Paul also provides gifts for the Board of Child Care (a United Methodist organization that 
provides homes and care for children not able to live with their parents). This year, the special needs 
kids at North Harford Middle and High School will work with us. We will provide the funds to buy 
gifts, and, as part of their learning process, will learn how to shop and purchase the gifts. 
    Both churches also collect mittens and hats, which help special needs kids at the John Archer 
school. 
    Get ready, because in a few weeks, we’ll be busy!!!

Christmas Eve Services:  
    Norrisville 3 & 9 p.m. 
    St. Paul: 7 p.m. 

    Remember, this is a great time of year to invited those who don’t have a 
church to come to worship. Our Barn Service is a low-key, remember-the-
real-reason for the holiday time. After all, it all started in a barn, didn’t it?  
    Our Christmas Programs with the kids make us laugh, but remind of us of 
how important learning the story is.  
    Our Christmas Eve services are beautiful, and a time to hear the story and 
sing the songs we love so much.  



2015 in Retrospect:
    While the year isn’t over yet, I’ve been thinking about all the things we’ve done, especially in 
mission in 2015. So, I started a list, and probably forgot some things. But here it is: 

•     For Souper Sunday, we collected cans of soup and money for our local food banks. 
•     Each month on communion Sunday, we collect change for ASP, and average over $100 a 

month. We cook breakfasts and buy pizzas and bend over backwards to raise funds to send our 
youth on a mission trip each year.  

•     We collected soap and toothbrushes for the Bentley UMC HUB to use for completing health 
kits.  

•     We collected cans of soup with pop tops for the homeless folks living in the woods in Harford 
County.  

•     We collected more than enough nails to complete a whole house built by Habitat for Humanity!  
•     We supported UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) through our One Great Hour of 

Sharing offering.  
•     We send Valentine gift cards to the Day Shelter at New Hope UMC in Edgewood.  
•     We support Mason-Dixon Community Services and Lorraine’s Food Pantry. 
•     We adopted families affected by cancer for the holidays, and hosted a bake sale for HOPE, a 

cancer support organization.  
•     We helped a family who took in 3 foster nieces, so they could make it through the transition 

period becoming a new family. 
•     We provided a new furnace for a person in the community who was in need of heat.  
•     We serve nearly 100 senior citizens lunch four times a year, providing entertainment and 

fellowship. 
•     We send shoeboxes of gifts through Samaritan’s Purse. 
•     We sent 2 suitcases full of shoes to Costa Rica, to enable kids to go to school.      
•     We are providing a young woman with car insurance, and a safe place to stay, and help to get 

through college.  
•     We provided a cord of firewood for someone in our community who needs heat for the winter.  
•     We filled the oil tank of a family in need twice last winter. 
•     We’ve provided funeral lunches for families in our community who needed a church family.  
•     We provide hospital equipment to anyone in need. 
•     We serve 6 nights a year at the FCCAU Homeless Shelter in Belcamp, MD, providing dinner, 

lunch, and breakfast for over 30 people each time.  

    Wow! I am amazed at what we can do, our 2 churches working together. If you have additions, 
let me know.   
    As we celebrate this season of thanksgiving, we can be grateful for all the blessings we have that 
enable us to be the givers that God calls us to be. 

Blessings, Melissa 

Ryan DiGiacinto (N) is serving in the Air Force, stationed in Alaska. Here's his address to send him some 
cards:

Ryan DiGiacinto  
2315 Wabash Ave
Eielson AFB, AK 99702



Melissa McDade, Pastor
Norrisville Charge
2434 Bradenbaugh Road
White Hall, MD  21161

Norrisville Charge Worship Times

St. Paul:  Worship at 8:15 am, Sunday School for all ages following worship
Located at the corner of St. Paul Church & Telegraph Rds, off Rt. 136

Norrisville:  worship at 9:30 am, Sunday School for all ages following worship
Located on Church Lane (west of Norrisville Rd), near Norrisville Elementary School


