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You’ll see in this month’s newsletter that I suggest a daily devotional, and they come in many 
forms, print and online. It only takes a few minutes each day, and it is very helpful to focus on your 
spiritual life for at least a short time each day. If you don’t already have a devotional time, 
perhaps you can make this your New Year’s resolution.  !
    Here’s an example of one that recently came from Rick Warren: !
As a pastor, I see situations daily that nobody should ever have to go through alone. Nobody should 
ever have to wait in the hospital while a loved one is in life-or-death surgery. No woman should 
ever have to wait alone for the lab report on a problem pregnancy. Nobody should ever have to 
wait for news from a battlefield alone. Nobody should ever have to stand at the edge of an open 
grave alone. Nobody should ever have to spend the first night alone when his or her spouse has just 
walked out. !
Life’s tough times and tragedies are inevitable; each of us will face them. But we don’t need to go 
through them alone. We need God’s safety net to help hold us up through these difficult times. !
What is God’s safety net? It is a group of other believers — a handful of people who are really 
committed to you. We call this kind of group a community. Here’s God’s plan for community: “If 
one part suffers, every part suffers with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26a). Community is God’s answer to 
despair... !
Do you have a safety net — a group of fellow Christians you know you can count on in life’s 
toughest times? If not, go out today and begin building those friendships. The hard times in life are 
inevitable, and only a fool would go into them unprepared. (from Daily Hope with Rick Warren) !
    I hope you see our church as a safety net, because we are here for each other. But, I want to 
remind you that you have to come to church, and be a part of the church family, to really feel that 
for yourself. If you just come to church for an hour a week, and then leave before you really have 
intentional contact with others, or if you don’t attend worship on a regular basis, you won’t feel 
the community, you won’t know about the safety net, as much as you could.  !
    I believe very strongly that God has brought us all together to strengthen each other, and our 
whole community. If a part of us is missing, we cannot be the church God calls us to be. As we 
begin a new year, please make your church attendance a priority. Bring others to worship with you, 
and when you see newcomers in church, make sure you go out of your way to welcome them.  !
Blessings, Rev. Melissa 



!!
HOPE is planning HOPE at the Farm, a country picnic and auction of quilts, hope chests, games for 
the whole family, an art auction, and music, at Pond View Farm this summer.  The event has been 
scheduled for Sunday, June 22, 2014.   
We need donations:  quilts of any size or home-made hope chests.  Please spread the word to any 
quilters or wood-crafters or anyone who would like to contribute. More details will follow. !!

We welcome these new members who joined Norrisville on November 24, 2013: 
    Nancy and Dave Rose 
    Erin and Will Newton 
    Amber and Chad Shrodes 
    Jill and Brandon Rose 
    Katie Smith 
    Barbie and Carroll Ensor 
    Rae-Ann and Jebb Smith 
    Spencer Elmore 
    Tammy Newbold 

It’s Confirmation Time! 
    Confirmation is a class to become official members of the church, for our youth and teens who 
are interested (and any parents who want to come along, too!). We’ll have a class combined of 
folks from both churches, and anyone is welcome grades 6 and up. To learn about as many 
aspects of the church as possible, we meet for class several times, visit some other churches to 
experience different types of worship, attend special services (Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, etc.), work at some of our dinners/fundraisers/special events, 
and attend worship regularly during the course of the confirmation class.  
    We will start by Ash Wednesday, which this year is March 5, and 
confirmation concludes on Pentecost, which this year is June 8. Classes, 
trips, etc. will be scheduled when I have an idea of who is involved, as we 
try to work around family schedules as much as possible (but, we will try to 
get most events in before spring, as things get busier for everyone then!).  
    If you or your youth/teen are interested, please let me know, so we can 
start planning.  
                            Thanks, Melissa 

Duncan Ober and his family would like to thank everyone for all the prayers and 
support during his illness and recovery. 



!
January Meetings & Events !!

Tues., Jan 7:   Charge Conference at 6 p.m.,  
                       Norrisville Church Council at 7 
Thurs., Jan 9: St. Paul Church Council 
Wed., Jan 15: Norrisville UMW, 7 p.m. 
Sat., Jan 18:   Ayres' Chapel ASP Breakfast, 7-10 a.m. 
Mon., Jan 27:  St. Paul UMW at Melissa’s house 7pm !!!

February Meetings & Events !!
February 2:   Souper(Bring a Sunday can of soup, and $1 to church for the local food bank) 
February 15: Norrisville ASP Breakfast (snowdate Feb. 22) !!!!!

2014 Upcoming Events !
March 2: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner at St. Paul 
March 3: Ash Wednesday service 
March 22: St. Paul ASP Breakfast 
April 13: Palm/Passion Sunday 
April 20: Easter Sunday 
May 17: Norrisville BBQ 
June 7: St. Paul Strawberry Festival 
August 16: St. Paul Peach Festival 
October 11: Norrisville BBQ 
November 22: St. Paul Christmas Bazaar/Cookie Walk/Sandwich Sale 

ASP Breakfast 
Saturday, January 18, 2014 (snowdate:  Saturday, January 25) 
Ayres’ Chapel UMC Fellowship Hall 
7 - 10 am !
Pancakes, eggs, biscuits & gravy, potatoes and more delicious food! 
Tickets available at the door. 



HOPE is compiling a cookbook to commemorate their 20th anniversary, to be completed Mother's Day 
2014. This project will take a village to complete quickly, but here's how you can help: !
Volunteers are needed to submit recipes for: appetizers and beverages, soups and salads, vegetables 
and side dishes, main dishes, breads and rolls, desserts, cookies and candy, and "this and 
that" (miscellaneous). !
They are looking for help with all aspects of completing this special cookbook (recipe selection, ad 
sales to offset publishing costs, typist to help with formatting recipes for publisher, pre-sales, sales, 
etc.) 
Please email recipes to: Ruby Alban (rubiered44@comcast.net, 717-235-7429), or Barb Titanish 
(barb@hopeforcancerfamilies.org, 717-227-2824). !
Also, the annual Eat Pasta and Support HOPE dinner is on Monday, Feb. 24, starting at 4 p.m. at the 
New Freedom Restaurant. Cost is $10.99, and all proceeds go to hope. 

Highway Hypnosis and Church 
(adapted from ministrymatters.com) !
    Recently, a friend was explaining highway hypnosis to me. Basically, it's all those times I have 
driven to a destination only to arrive not remembering how I got there. Then it hit me, I do the 
same thing at church a lot. 
    So here's what I resolved to do: I'll read the Lord's Prayer (or other liturgy) in the bulletin or 
listen to those around me when I find myself reciting by rote. 
    I'll sing the hymn with feeling, even though I am an awful singer. Even if I don't like the theology 
or have forgotten what an ebenezer is (a stone of help). 
    I'll intentionally park and sit somewhere new. Then I'll talk to somebody I don't know. Easy I 
thought as I wrote that, I'm an extrovert. So maybe I'll still talk to somebody new but I'll plan to 
listen more than I talk. 
    I'll take notes during the sermon.  I'll intentionally listen for what God is saying to me through 
the sermon. 
    I'll stay away from the donuts, not easy. Then it occurred to me, sometimes as a church leader I 
suffer from highway hypnosis like: Spending time with just my Christian friends. Not really 
venturing out past the Christian cocoon I've made for myself. 
Asking the same people to help with the new project I'm working on. Teaching a class or leading a 
small group the same way I've always done it because it's easier that way. 
I could write more, you could add to the list, we've heard it all before. Yawn. It's simple. I need to 
change it up by being present and stop doing church like I drive. 

Go to Americanbible.org (The American Bible Society) and sign up to get a bible verse delivered to 
your inbox each day. They are also a great source of inexpensive bibles and other gifts.  
    The Upper Room is a great daily devotional, and we have copies at church that are available, or 
you can also have one sent to your inbox each day (see upperroom.org).Another good daily 
devotional is from Rick Warren, called the Daily Hope Devotional, and can also be found online. !!



Souper Sunday:  Sunday, February 2, 2014 !
On Sunday, February 2, 2014, 140 million Americans will turn into the Super 
Bowl football game.  There will be parties with abundant foo, friendship and 
fellowship.  At the same time, there will be people worrying about staying 
warm, finding shelter and a warm meal.  Please join our church and churches 
around the country as they demonstrate God’s love by loving their neighbors 
through the Souper Bowl of Caring.  It’s a simple, yet significant act of caring for others. !
In 2010, $10 million was collected by Souper Bowl of Caring participant for local charities.  All of 
the money collected is donated to a charity selected by the participant - none of the money is sent 
to the Souper Bowl of Caring headquarters.  Since the Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990, more 
than $71 million has gone to help people in need.  Please “love our neighbors” by dropping your 
dollar in the soup pot and bringing a can (or two) of soup to worship on February 2nd. ! !

It’s ASP Time! 
The Norrisville Charge is boldly continuing its commitment to Appalachia Service 
Project (ASP) again in 2014.  For the first time in over 10 years, the Norrisville 
Charge will be venturing to Appalachia independently, outside of the familiarity and 
comforts of a long-standing ASP partnership with Fallston UMC.  Our Norrisville 

Charge plans to send two teams (ten youth and four adults) to southeastern 
Kentucky this summer.  This would be the first time we have gone to Kentucky, and the first time we 
have "gone it on our own."  A new wave of youth is sweeping into the program, creating just the 
right opportunity to make some structural changes.  Bolstered by years of memorable experiences, 
our enthusiasm for ASP is strong, and that enthusiasm is backed by a proven ability to fund raise.  
We are fortunate to have such a generous collective church family, and that generosity has already 
made an enormous difference in the lives of many.  This summer's ASP experience is sure to be a 
memorable one, as Norrisville Charge responds once again to the call of "Apostello: Life on Purpose - 
sending forth a messenger".  That is ASP's theme for 2014.  That is what we do.  Please contact 
Marty Meehan on 410-692-6633 for more information. 

!!
If you noticed a different look in this edition of Chapel Bells, you’re correct.  I recently had to 
purchase a new computer with different software then I was used to using.  So, please bear with me 
as I get used to using this new software.  Also, if you ever have any comments or suggestions, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me.  Thanks for being patient! 
Dawn Robey (SP) 

!!



Melissa McDade, Pastor 
St. Paul & Norrisville UMC 
2434 Bradenbaugh Road 
White Hall MD  21161

Norrisville Charge Worship Times!!
St. Paul:  Worship at 8:15 am, Sunday School for all ages following worship!

Located at the corner of St. Paul Church & Telegraph Rds, off Rt. 136!!
Norrisville:  worship at 9:30 am, Sunday School for all ages following worship!

Located on Church Lane (west of Norrisville Rd), near Norrisville Elementary School


