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This is from our new Bishop, and even though it’s a little late, it’s still a powerful message:  A 
Christmas Greeting from Bishop Easterling 
  
"Hark! The herald angels sing..." This is the opening verse to one of Charles Wesley's most famous 
hymns, and a beloved Christmas carol. The hymn has been revised and gone through various 
melodic transformations, but one thing has remained constant: the opening word "hark." It means 
listen. Listen! 
  
The Word of God repeatedly calls us to listen: "Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may 
gain wisdom in the future;" Proverbs 19:20. "He who has ears, let them hear;" Matthew 11:15. 
"And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, 'This is my beloved Son; 
listen to him;'" Mark 9:7. "Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches;" 
Revelation 2:7a. 
  

Listening for and to God's word is heralded as a precursor to wisdom, safety, and blessing. 
  

Consequently, we are poorer and often feel bereft of blessing when we fail to listen. I fervently 
believe that our inability to listen to one another lies at the root of our current state of division, 
rancor, and hostility. Perhaps it is because we are so inundated with talk, chatter, banter, words, and 
endless noise that we have grown weary of listening. Yet, our ability to understand and grow more 
compassionate is dramatically increased when we listen to one another -- when we sincerely listen 
to one another. As theologian Paul Tillich reminds us, "The first duty of love is to listen." 
  
In my own experience, I have grown to have compassion for or even to love those I previously 
regarded with suspicion or disdain because I took the time to listen, to hear their story and 
understand their point of view. It has opened the gateway to deep friendships and lasting 
connections. Where might we be as a nation and a denomination if we opened ourselves fully to 
listening to and hearing one another? What do we fear in listening? 
  
As we sing Charles Wesley's familiar tune this season, may we be moved beyond the melodious 
harmony to its first message. In this season of giving, perhaps the most gracious and sacred gift we 
can give one another is the gift of listening. 
  
And, as we harken to each other's voices, I pray we will also take the time to listen for the voice 
and will of God in our prayers, and though the witness of those around us. Proverbs 3:6, in The 
Message, says, "Listen for God's voice in everything..." This Christmas, and always, may we listen 
for the coming of a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
  
I wish you a Blessed and Merry Christmas! 
Bishop LaTrelle Easterling 
Bishop, Washington Area of The United Methodist Church 
 



January Dates

Tues. Jan 3:  Norrisville Church Council   7pm  
Sun. Jan 8:  Norrisville Un-decorating party 
     after worship 
Mon. Jan 9:  St. Paul Church Council   7pm 
Sat.Jan 21:  Ayres’ Chapel ASP Breakfast  
     7-10am, (Come to help & to eat!)  
Mon. Jan 23:  St. Paul UMW Dinner @ Basta  
     Pasta.  All are welcome! 

February Dates

Sun.Feb 5:  Souper Sunday (bring a can, or  
     2, of soup and $1 for a special offering  
     for our local food banks) 
Sat. Feb 18:  Norrisville’s ASP Breakfast   
     7-10am (snowdate:  2-25)  We’ll need help 
     on Friday for prep and Saturday. 

Wed. March 1:  Ash Wednesday; Lent begins 
 

2017 St. Paul & Norrisville Upcoming Events 
  

PLEASE PUT ALL THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR NOW, AS WE ALWAYS NEED EVERYONE’S 
HELP FOR OUR BIG ACTIVITIES!!!  
    If they’re on your calendar first, when something else comes up that might conflict, you can be 
prepared to say, “Sorry, my church needs me that day!” 

Sat., Jan. 21: ASP breakfast at Ayre’s Chapel UMC, 7-10 (snowdate 1-28) 
Sat., Feb. 18: ASP Breakfast at Norrisville UMC, 7-10 (snowdate 2-25) 
March6-13 Shelter Week at NUMC. 
Sat., March 18: ASP Breakfast at St. Paul UMC, 7-10 a.m. (snowdate 2-25) 
Sat., April 8: St. Paul Spring Bazaar/Cookie Walk/Sandwich Sale  9am- 2pm 
Sat., May 20: Norrisville Spring BBQ 
Sat., June 3: St. Paul Strawberry Festival  
Sat., Aug. 19: St. Paul Peach Festival 
Sat., Oct. 14: Norrisville Fall BBQ 
Sat. Nov. 18:  St. Paul Christmas Bazaar & Cookie Walk   9am-2pm 
Sat., Dec. 9: Norrisville Christmas Breakfast 

PS, expect additions to this list, but these are the basics!  

Norrisville: give electronically!  
If you don’t like carrying money, or writing checks, or if you’re used to paying 
your bills online, then use our electronic giving for your offering. It will also 
keep you up-to-date on your tithes and offerings, even if you miss a Sunday 
from worship. See Joyce Hudson (retire2oc@hughes.net, 410-357-4939) for 
info.  

mailto:retire2oc@hughes.net
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All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast 
This is the primary way we fund our annual mission trip to Appalachia Service Project, and we need 
your support! Each year, our team is growing, and we’re trying to incorporate more churches and 
more teens and adults -- but we can’t do it without your help (unless we win the lottery!). Come 
join us for prep, serving and eating. You’ll have fun, make friends, and make a difference in a 
family’s life in Appalachia.  

Sat., Jan 21: Ayres’ Chapel ASP Breakfast, 7-10 a.m. (snowdate 1-28) 

Sat., Feb. 18: Norrisville’s ASP Breakfast, 7-10 a.m. (snowdate: 2-25) Come 
prep Friday night at 6, and help on Saturday morning! Invite your friends to 
eat. 

Sat., March 18 St. Paul’s ASP Breakfast, 7-10 a.m.(snowdate 3-25) Come 
prep on Friday morning at 9 a.m., help on Saturday morning, and bring 
neighbors, friends, and even some strangers (they’ll be your friends soon). 

Tickets available at the door.  $8 adults, $4 children 3-10 and under 3 are free.

Spring Bazaar

St. Paul UMC


Saturday, April 8

9 am - 2 pm


28 tables of local crafters

Cookie Walk


Pit Beef, Turkey & Ham

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt  11:00 am


For more information, call Dawn 410-692-4051

We will be collecting plastic lids for at least a year. We would like to collect 
at least 500 pounds in order to have them recycled into a buddy bench. 
Here are some examples of what to collect:  drink bottles, detergent 
bottles, peanut butter lids, coffee can, ice cream buckets, etc.  Collection 
containers will be available at each church. 
> > Thanks so much! 
> Meghan, Audrey, and Ryleigh (N) and their Girl Scout troops

Each year, we collect $5 gift cards (Walmart & McDonald's) for the folks at the Day 
Shelter at New Hope UMC in Edgewood, for a little Valentine's gift for them. Please 
bring them to church by Sunday, Feb. 5 so they can be delivered.



As many of you know, my daughter Shannon suffered 2 miscarriages this past year. She recently 
spoke at Upper Chesapeake's reboot of their perinatal bereavement support group. Here are the 
quarterly dates for their meetings if you want to spread the word to family or friends or co-workers 
who might need this. 

This is what she says: Speaking from personal experience, miscarriage support groups are 
wonderful, but it is hard to find parents who have experienced miscarriage because no one talks 
about it and if you miscarry early (or have multiple losses) you don't necessarily go to the hospital 
(and my first miscarriage was actually in the hospital and I wasn't notified of this group--- they are 
working on that though). So spreading the word at church is a great way to let people know what is 
available! 

A Time to Remember: a support group for parents who have experienced miscarriage, stillbirth, or 
infant death 
March 9, 2017, June 8, September 14, December 14 
7pm-8:30pm at Upper Chesapeake in the Maryland Room 

Also, the Annual Perinatal Bereavement Ceremony is April 25, 2017 from 7-9pm at Upper 
Chesapeake in the Chesapeake Conference Room. 

If people want to know information, send them my way and I can find out! 

Pastor Shannon Sullivan, Presbury UMC, Edgewood MD 

Shelter in March 
    We will host the rotating shelter from March 6-13 at Norrisville Church (so block out those dates 
on your calendar now!). In the winter months, the shelters in Harford County are full, and more 
people are living on the streets and in the woods than ever. We will host 15 (maybe up to 30) adults 
(families with children who are homeless are directed elsewhere).  
    A group of volunteers moves the cots and other supplies each Monday from one church to the 
next. We need to provide the room, and breakfast, a bagged lunch, dinner, and some 
companionship for the week. A security guard will be on premises each night. During the day, the 
folks will go to jobs, training, or other activities. So, we will be hosting from about 5 p.m. to 8 a.m. 
each day. We’ll need a man and a woman to stay at church over night, to help supervise, along with 
the security person who is provided.  
    We’re also asking other churches in the community who don’t have the ability or space to host for 
a week to help us with meals and overnights.  
    One more thing: We need to change the way we speak, as it’s not good to call folks “homeless 
people,” but we can refer to our guests as “people experiencing homelessness” -- as it is a 
temporary condition, and not one that should define the whole person. I need to work on this, so 
keep correcting me!  

Grief Share 
We will be starting a new session of grief share early in February. More details to come soon. But if 
you know of someone who would benefit from a grief support group, please let them know we have 
one, or give Melissa contact info and she will contact them with the specifics.  



Melissa McDade, Pastor
Norrisville Charge
2434 Bradenbaugh Road
White Hall, MD  21161

Norrisville Charge Worship Times

St. Paul:  Worship at 8:15 am, Sunday School for all ages following worship
Located at the corner of St. Paul Church & Telegraph Rds, off Rt. 136

Norrisville:  worship at 9:30 am, Sunday School for all ages following worship
Located on Church Lane (west of Norrisville Rd), near Norrisville Elementary School


